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GLOSSARY OF ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

AIP Agreement-in-Principle

CIRNAC Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada
DGG Déline Got’jne Government

ECE Department of Education Culture and Employment (GNWT)
EIA Department of Executive and Indigenous Affairs (GNWT)
ENR Department of Environment and Natural Resources (GNWT)
FSGA Final Self-Government Agreement

GNWT Government of the Northwest Territories

NTHSSA Northwest Territories Health and Social Services Authority
IC Implementation Committee

INF Department of Infrastructure (GNWT)

IP Implementation Plan

ITl Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment (GNWT)
IWG Implementation Working Group

MVEIRB Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board
NWT Northwest Territories

SDMCLCA Sahtu Dene and Metis Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement
SLUPB Sahtu Land Use Planning Board

SLWB Sahtu Land and Water Board

SRRB Sahtu Renewable Resources Board

SSA Sahtu Settlement Area

SSI Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated
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FOREWORD

On September 6, 1993, the Sahtu Tribal Council

(later the Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated), the Dene
of Fort Good Hope, the Metis of Fort Good Hope, the
Dene of Déljne, the Dene of Colville Lake, the Dene
of Fort Norman, the Metis of Fort Norman, the Metis
of Norman Wells, the Government of the Northwest
Territories and the Government of Canada signed the
Sahtu Dene and Metis Comprehensive Land Claim
Agreement. In September 2018, we celebrated the
25™ anniversary of this day.

The Sahtu Dene and Metis Comprehensive Land Claim
Agreement has given the Sahtu Dene and Metis a
greater ability to control their future. It has given

the Sahtu Dene and Metis defined rights in respect

of water, land and wildlife and the ability to make
decisions on how these resources are managed. It
has also supported the Sahtu Dene and Metis way

of life, based on a close relationship with the land.

Since 1993, the Sahtu Dene and Metis have worked
hard to play an important role in the protection of
the land and the development of the economy, and
to benefit fully from the Sahtu Dene and Metis
Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement. The Sahtu
Secretariat Incorporated, the Government of the
Northwest Territories and the Government of Canada
look forward to the ongoing work with the Sahtu
Dene and Metis to fulfill the vision set out in the
Sahtu Dene and Metis Comprehensive Land Claim
Agreement 25 years ago.

(‘j
/////lfg\ s

Sue Bowie

Director, Implementation,

Department of Executive and Indigenous Affairs,
Government of the Northwest Territories

s b

Allan MacDonald
Director General, Implementation Branch,
Crown-Indigenous Relations, Government of Canada

QL My

Charles McNeer
Chairperson, Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated
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CHAPTER 1

OVERVIEW AND BACKGROUND

On September 6, 1993, the Sahtu Tribal Council (later
succeeded by the Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated, or
SSl), the Government of the Northwest Territories
(GNWT) and the Government of Canada (Canada)
signed the Sahtu Dene and Metis Comprehensive
Land Claim Agreement (SDMCLCA), and the
accompanying Implementation Plan (IP). The
SDMCLCA took effect on June 23, 1994. While

the GNWT is not formally a party to the SDMCLCA,

it has many obligations under the agreement.

Under the SDMCLCA, the Sahtu Dene and Metis
received title to 41,437 square kilometers of land

in the Sahtu Settlement Area (SSA) of the Northwest
Territories (NWT), 1,813 square kilometers of

which includes mines and minerals.

Other major provisions of the SDMCLCA include:

e $130 million in tax-free capital transfers
over a period of 15 years;

¢ Wildlife harvesting rights and the right of
first refusal for commercial wildlife activities
in the SSA;

e Establishment of institutions of public governance
to manage wildlife and regulate land, water, and
the environment in the SSA;

e Guaranteed Sahtu nominees/appointees to
institutions of public government; and

¢ The right to negotiate self-government.

Section 29.2 of the SDMCLCA provides for the
establishment of an Implementation Committee (IC).
The IC is comprised of three senior officials, each
representing one of the signatories to the Agreement
(Canada, the GNWT and the SSI).

The IC oversees and monitors the ongoing obligations
of the parties pursuant to the SDMCLCA, and the
completion of activities required to fulfill those
obligations, as described in the IP. The IC also serves
as a forum to resolve any issues that may arise with
respect to the implementation of the agreement.

IC meetings are held in person each year to plan,
coordinate and review implementation activities
and to discuss any implementation issues identified
by the parties.

The IC reports on the implementation of the
Agreement through the publication of an annual
report. This report covers the 12 month period
from April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019.

This annual report provides an overview of activities
undertaken and issues considered by the IC during
this period, including progress made towards the
resolution of outstanding issues and future actions
to be taken to advance the resolution of those issues.

This year, the Sahtu IC met on the following dates:

e April 10, 2018 (Yellowknife)
e September 18, 2018 (Yellowknife)
e December 5, 2018 (Ottawa)
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SUMMARY OF
AGREEMENT PROVISIONS

Eligibility and Enrolment: An Enrolment Board
comprised of seven people, one from each of the
Sahtu communities, appointed by the Sahtu Tribal
Council, was established to enroll those who are
entitled to be registered as participants under the
SDMCLCA. Ongoing enrolment of participants is
the responsibility of the SSI.

Self-government: The SDMCLCA obligates
government to enter into negotiations with the
Sahtu Dene and Metis with a view to concluding
self-government agreements that take into
consideration the unique circumstances of the

Sahtu Dene and Metis. Self-government agreements

cannot contradict or be inconsistent with the
SDMCLCA, nor can they affect the rights of the
Sahtu Dene and Metis as Canadian citizens. Self-
government agreements are intended to address
the desire of the Sahtu Dene and Metis to have
self-government exercised as close to the
community level as is reasonably possible.

Dispute Resolution: The approach to dispute
resolution as described in the SDMCLCA includes
the establishment of a Sahtu Arbitration Panel,
comprised of four to eight members appointed
by the parties. The parties are in the process of
amending the SDMCLCA to reflect a more flexible
and streamlined approach to dispute resolution
that does not include a panel.

Sahtu Organizations: Designated Sahtu organizations
are committed to executing the Sahtu responsibilities
outlined in the SDMCLCA. A designated Sahtu
organization must be a trust, society, or corporation
established pursuant to federal or territorial
legislation. All rights exercisable by a designated
Sahtu organization, such as receiving and managing
financial payments, and owning and managing land,
were assigned by the Sahtu Tribal Council prior to the
signing of the SDMCLCA. The responsibilities of each
designated Sahtu organization are set out in the
Sahtu Register.

Financial Compensation: In accordance with the
SDMCLCA, Canada paid approximately $130 million
over a period of 15 years to the SSI, as the organization
representing the Sahtu Dene and Metis. The SSI
commenced the repayment of the Sahtu Dene

and Metis negotiation loans in 1995, through the
deduction of loan repayment costs from federal

capital transfer payments as per section 8.3, Loans
Against Capital Transfer, of the SDMCLCA.

Resource Royalties: As set out in Chapter 10 of the
SDMCLCA, government must pay to the Sahtu, on

a quarterly basis, a percentage of resource royalties
received from resource development projects
undertaken in the Mackenzie Valley. With the
implementation of the NWT Devolution Agreement
on April 1, 2014, these payments are now being
made to the Sahtu by the GNWT, on behalf

of government.
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Economic Measures: Government economic
development programs in the SSA, which are in

place from time to time, take into consideration

the need to support the Sahtu traditional economy;
encourage the development of commercially viable
Sahtu businesses and enterprises; provide the Sahtu
with business and economic training and educational
assistance; and encourage Sahtu employment in major
projects and developments in the public service and
public agencies. Government is required to consult
with the SSI when proposing new programs, and

every three years the parties are required to review
the effectiveness of programs relating to the economic
development objectives and measures set out

in Chapter 12 of the Agreement. Government'’s
obligations under Chapter 12 concerning contracting
and procurement include considering best practices
and procedures intended to maximize employment
and business opportunities for local, regional and
northern businesses.

Wildlife Harvesting and Management: Chapter 13 of
the SDMCLCA sets out the Sahtu’s wildlife harvesting
rights in the SSA and provides for the establishment
of the Sahtu Renewable Resources Board (SRRB). It is
the responsibility of the SRRB, in collaboration with
the other parties, to protect, conserve and manage, in
a sustainable manner, renewable resources within the
SSA to meet the needs of the public today and in the
future. For more information, please visit the SRRB’s
website at www.srrb.nt.ca.

Land and Water Regulation: Chapter 25 of the
SDMCLCA provides for the creation of the following
implementing bodies pursuant to legislation:

¢ Sahtu Land and Water Board (SLWB) — regulates
land and water use throughout the SSA. For more
information, please visit the Board’s website at
www.slwb.com; and

¢ Sahtu Land Use Planning Board (SLUPB) — tasked
with developing a land use plan for the SSA and
for reviewing and proposing amendments to the
plan. For more information, please visit the Board’s
website at www.sahtulanduseplan.org.

Chapter 25 also provides for Sahtu-nominated
membership on the Mackenzie Valley Environmental
Impact Review Board (MVEIRB), established pursuant
to the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act,
which conducts environmental impact assessments
of development proposals within the Mackenzie
Valley. The SDMCLCA also allows the SSI to refer
development proposals that may impact upon

the SSA to MVEIRB, and provides an opportunity

for the SSI to nominate members to Review Board
panels which are established from time to time.

For more information, please visit the Board’s
website at www.reviewboard.ca.
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Peratbé 1-  Ayii Goghg Agodi H& Begodi

September 6, 1993 ekuu Sahtu Tribal Counclil ka ( sj) ey tY4g Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated
(SSI) golatta wela aguju), Northwest Territories Gogovernment (GNWT) hé Canada
Gogovernment (Canada) ks sj) Sahtu Dene hé Tan) Mgla Gohd Ne Hesanédarét'o (SDMCLCA)
gha denezi gok’s négenjla. June 23, 1994 k'a SDMCLCA kdogenjhwha.

?ehké ats’enjwe dahgharé, Sahtu sj) edire ne 41,437 square kilometres golatt'a wela aja.
Duhda Northwest Territories (NWT) eyl gogha Sahtd Néné Hesanédarét'o (SSA) eyl ts’e 1,813
square kilometres sj) ne yil kwaka agot’] hd kwaréti gha agogjla..

SDMCLCA gongg gogha godi gota wela:

e $130 million s¢ba goghdzha sj}, honéng?¢ solae xae ékaréhwha gots’é tax yek's
nagehdile;

e SSA gok’dyil edire tich’adii ka ats’et’) t'aadets’en)to gots’e eyi sgba k’éehxa tich’adil
grezha t'a k'énaorews k'ola genjwéle;

e SSA gok’dyil gogha edire tich’adii, dene nené, gots’e tu k’ola gha godi wela bek’é gé29
gha government ka eyi goghalats’eda gha godahk’d négogén)29;

e Sahtu gogha kagoazha gots’e government ka gha k'ola dene goghalaoda gha négoét'o;
hd

e Edegha government guld gogha goghagot'o.

SDMCLCA k’8yii section 29.2 dahgharé Gok’é Négots'é?a Gha Gok’aréhkw’i Ke gha négot'o.
Gok’é Négots’é?a Gha Gok'aréhkw’i Ke k'aowadd gjlj tae kagoazha sjj edire Canada, GNWT
had SSI whane gogha gode g)l} gha gok’a négdzha.

Gok’é Négots’é»a Gha Gok’aréhkw’i Ke sjj edire SDMCLCA dahgharé government ko
goreghalaida keogehdi ha ayil t'a areyoné begharé gok’é négot'sé>a sjj gogho enagjt'e gha
gok’d k'egenehta. Asj) gho k’ola gohd horila naorewsd njdé, Gok’é Négots’é?a Gha
Gok’aréhkw’i Ka sj) yesanédageréh?a gha go6-0.

Gok’é Négots'é?a Gha Gok’aréhkw’i Ko sj) 18 xae gok’dnahta ta tdnagehds njdé edire ayii t'a
gok’a k'énagojkw’e hd ayii t'a gogha horila g6)?6 hajlé areyoné goghanageda, ey gharé k’achu
edegha sanénagogi?a hd ayj) t'a gogho horila njdé k'ola yeghg gogede gha.

Gok’é Négots'é?a Gha Gok’aréhkw’i Ka sj) edire ?ehk’¢ ats’enjwe 2erjhtt'é dowé dahgharé xae
taonéht'é dene gogho keoruhsha gogha 2erjhtt'é geretté. Edire godi sjj honéng?¢ nake sa
gogho ot’e, April 1, 2016 gots’e March 31, 2017 gots’é.

Edire 18 xae gogha 2erjhtt'é hdl| sjj areygné ayil ghdlag)jda gots’e Gok’é Négots'é?a Gha
Gok’aréhkw’i Ka ayil t'a gogha dza g620 gots’e ayil t'a sénagogedle hé gogha horila gé29 ha
hjdé gogha nez$ g60?¢ gogha k’'ola godi hohts.

Edire xae k'a Sahtu Gok’é Négots’é?a Gha Gok’aréhkw’i Ka sjj edire dzené k’s etegenaadi:
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April 13, 2016 (Legdht)

October 5, 2016 (Sobak’s)

December 6, 2016 (Ottawa)

Etaot’e Gogho Begodi

Dule Ka hd Gozi Hereta: Gozi Hereta Gha Gok’aréhkw’i Ka sjj, Sahtu Tribal Council ka
dahgharé, Sahtu kdkayuurjjla ts’e dene tda t'j kagjht; sjj areyone t'a tghd) geret'e
gok’aréhkw’i gha kagoazha, eyl ékagu?¢ sj) SDMCLCA dahgharé amjj dule goreta ke
gozi gok’a niya. Eyit'a SSI sjj eded)ne ékanj) t'a k'egokw’e gogha gots’é goéld ot’e.

Edegha Government: SDMCLCA dahgharé government ke Sahtd Dene hd Tan) Mola
gohd edire edegha government gogeruts) gha, 2ehk’é ats’enjwe t'a godi t'a gok’s
kéogenuhwhi gha goghagot'o. Edets’é Kaots’erewa ?erjhtté Dowé sjj SDMCLCA
naoweré k'étah t'a agot’) hd Sahtu Dene hd Tan) Mo¢la gorights gots’e Canada got'jne
k’é gorata sjj diwé bedare agodi gha gé26le. Edegha government gots’erets) sjj Sahtu
Dene hd Tan) Mdla ke, eyi t'a gokotah got'aoruhwhi gha goghagét'o ot'e.

Etek’é Nénadaots’eré?a: Efek’é agodile njdé, Gogewéhkw’e hd Gosanédageré»a gha
dene kagehtd sjj SDMCLCA dahgharé négét'o kola. K'aogids ke, dene d)) gots’e dene
ets’éd)) kanéht’e kagjla.

Sahtu K’egokw’e Gonaoweré: Sahtu K'egokw’e Gonaoweré t'a edire SDMCLCA
dahgharé ayii areyoné ghalaguda gedi sjj gogho godi gahts) ot'e. Federal le njdé
territorial go?e?a sj) Sahtu K'egokw’e Gonaoweré agjt'é gogho keogerjhsho gha gé79.
Areyoné ayil goghdzha sjj edire sgba goghayes hd danj s¢ba t'a k'egokw’e keots’ehdi ha
ne hesanédaret'o k'as SDMCLCA gozi gok’aniya were Sahtu Tribal Council ke edire
areyoné golatt'a hjla ha)lé.

Sgba Gots’énazedi: SDMCLCA k’dyil dahgharé, Canada sjj honén?¢ solae xae
gok’dnahta sjj k'ahjjne $130 million sdba ékanéht’e SSI goghagenjla sjj Sahtu Dene ha
Tan) M¢la gogha bet'a agjt'e gha gt'e. Eyit'a 1995 eklu SSI sj) k'ét’'a deqerjhtté
Federal ts’¢ nénagehdi kulu Section 8.3 dahgharé deverjhtté nénagehdi soon) kulu
yets’e sQba edegha kadegerett'é.

Ne Ts’e Sgba Hohtd: SDMCLCA dahgharé ?eratté 10 k'dyi dadi beghg »eratté sj)
government ka edire Mackenzie Valley néné ts’e sgba gehtsi sjj, 14 xae njdé d)j gots’é
eyl soba hohte k’a séba 2éhdaa nagehdi gha g679. Edire gogho sjj Canada gots’é
goré?a hajlé, April 1, 2014 gots’e edire Devolution Agreement dahgharé h)du gogha
gots’e GNWT sj) Canada gogha Sahtu gots’é soba nagehdi aguja.

SAHTU DENE AND METIS COMPREHENSIVE LAND CLAIM AGREEMENT: 2018-2019



Eghalats’eda Gonaoweré: Edire Government gogha eghalats’eda gonaoweré hjl; sj)
SSA ke gohd saaréhwa nagorewa njdé eyl t'a k’egokw’e sj] Sahtu denewa nadweré
gharé s¢ba hohtd sj) t'a sagogéh?9 had ayii t'a sgba hohtd goghg nez6 k'egokw’e gha
sagogéh?o; séba ts’erets) gogha dene ghaonete t'a k’'ola sagogéh»9, eyl hd government
ke asj] gorjcha k’a goghalageda gha njdé k’ola dene eghalaoda gha gots’é gogeh»a.
government ka k'ola asjj k'one t'a kéogenihwhi gha njdé, SSI gogho gohd godi t'a
dategereks gha g629. Tae xae taonéht’é government etaerét’é eyl eghalats’eda
gonaoweré t'a k’'egokw’e hjlj sjj asj nezg bet'a k’'egokw’e gha yeghanagida gha g6-0.
Peratt'é 12 dahgharé Canada he GNWT ka ayil t'a godahgharé kegokw’e sj), eded|n)a
golatta gé79 ot’e t'a edire denewa kara?a ke eghalaoda gha sagogéh?¢ ha xaré edegha
sOba gots’ehts) t'a dene ts’é nagedi gha k’ola gogha agjt’e.

Tich’adii Ka Ats’et’) hd K’egokw’e: SDMCLCA dahgharé ?eratt'é 13 k'dyi edire SSA
gok’dyil tich’adii ka ats’et’) hd Renewable Resource gok’aréhkw’i (SRRB) ke gogéhts’).
SRRB ka sj] SSA gohs goghalageda t'a edire t'a gots’é goré»a sjj, gonaa k'aows ke hd
eghalageda t'a eded)njg edire t'a gok’dgedi hd hjdu hd hjdé gogha gok’d k’'egenehta
gha g62¢. Wae goghg keoruzha nahwhe njdé, SRRB gowebsite www.srrb.nt.ca k’s
goghaahda

Ne hd Tu Be?e?a: SDMCLCA dahgharé ?eratt'é 25 k'dyi, 2e?a hol| t'a edire dene
gok’aréhkw’i t'a k'egukw’e gha négokw’e:

Sahtu Nené hd Tu Gha Gok’aréhkw’i Ka (SLWB)- Sahtu ne hesanédarét'o sj) edire ne
hd tu benaoweré k'é agut’j gogha ot'e. wae gogho keorizha nahwhe njdé, eyi
gok’aréhkw’l ke gowebsite www.slwb.com; k’a goghaahda; hé

Sahtu Nené Gha Gok’aréhkw’i Ka (SLUPB) Sahtu ne hesanédarét'o gogha ne t'a
agot’) gha goghalageda hd goghanagida hé k’egokw’e t'a guld anagedle gha njdé k'ola.
wae goghg keorizha nahwhe njdé, ey gok’aréhkw’i ke gowebsite
www.sahtulanduseplan.org k’a goghaahda
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Peratt'é 25 k'dy1 dahgharé Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board (MVEIRB) gl
k’é gorata gha négét'o. Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board (MVEIRB) hdl)
sj] Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act dahgharé négét'o sj) edire ne hd tu k'
k’egokw’e gha sj) keogehdi gha agjt'e. SDMCLCA dahgharé SSI ke sjj Sahtu Kétah gok’ayil
gogha ne hesanédarét'o gogho 2ehkw’ile njdé, dule goghanaguda gha godi MVEIRB ghagi-a.
SSI k’'ola gdené Review Board Panel k’'a dene déhkw’i gha kagogels sjj diule MVEIRB
kagogedi. Wae goghg keoruizha nahwhe njdé, ey gok’aréhkw’i ke gowebsite
www.reviewboard.ca k’a goghaahda.
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CHAPTER 2

IMPLEMENTATION PARTIES

THE SAHTU
SECRETARIAT INCORPORATED

The SSI is made up of six Sahtu land corporations —
three Dene land corporations, three Metis land
corporations and the Déline Gotine Government,
which administers the rights and benefits of the
Sahtu Dene and Metis of Déline pursuant the Déline
Final Self-Government Agreement (FSGA). During the
period from April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019, the SSI
was represented on the IC by Mr. Charles McNeely,
Chairperson of the SSI Board of Directors.

e More information on the SSI can be found online
at www.sahtu.ca.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

The Department of Executive and Indigenous Affairs
(EIA) is responsible for coordinating and monitoring
the GNWT’s implementation activities under the
SDMCLCA. During the period from April 1, 2018 to
March 31, 2019, the GNWT was represented on the
IC by Ms. Susan Bowie, Director of Implementation.

e More information on the GNWT can be found
online at http://www.gov.nt.ca;

e More information on EIA can be found online at
https://www.eia.gov.nt.ca/en.

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA

The Implementation Branch of Crown-Indigenous
Relations and Northern Affairs Canada (CIRNAC)

is responsible for monitoring and facilitating the
fulfillment of federal government obligations
contained in the SDMCLCA and the accompanying
IP. The Implementation Branch provides funding to
the implementing bodies, the SSI, and the GNWT, as
identified in the IP. Mr. Dale Pegg, Director of Treaty
Management West, represented Canada on the IC
from April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019.

e More information on the Government of Canada
can be found online at http://canada.gc.ca;

e More information on CIRNAC can be found online at
http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca.
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CHAPTER 2

MAP OF THE SAHTU SETTLEMENT AREA
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CHAPTER 3

2018-2019 REPORTING

ANNUAL REPORT

The SDMCLCA requires the IC to prepare an annual
report on the implementation of the agreement.
As the IC was behind on several reports, the
GNWT and Canada entered into a Memorandum
of Understanding in 2017 for the GNWT to draft,
translate, design and print all outstanding annual
reports on behalf of Canada. Canada took over
responsibility for annual reports again for the
2018-2019 Annual Report.

Activities:

e GNWT worked with a contractor to publish the
2016-2017 and 2017-2018 annual reports, which
were distributed to all the parties in print and
electronic formats.

Next Steps:
e Canada has produced this 2018-2019 annual
report and will continue to produce future reports.

AMENDMENTS TO THE
SAHTU DENE AND METIS
COMPREHENSIVE LAND
CLAIM AGREEMENT

Chapter 21 Amendments

The SSI has been working with Canada to amend
section 21.3.1 in Chapter 21, Land Access, of the
SDMCLCA. The section highlights the rights of
employees of government and members of the
Canadian Armed Forces to enter, cross and stay
on Sahtu lands. The last sentence of the section
reads “government shall give prior notice of such
access to the designated Sahtu organizations
when, in the opinion of government, it is reasonable
to do so.” The amendment will remove the words
“in the opinion of government”. The GNWT
supports this amendment.

Activities:
e The SSl and Canada have worked together
to finalize a draft of the amendment.

Next Steps:
e Canada to prepare an Order in Council
to bring the amendment into force.

Arbitration Panel —
New Dispute Resolution Model

In September 2017, Canada, the GNWT and SSI
agreed to amend Chapter 6, Dispute Resolution,

of the SDMCLCA with a view to adopting a more
efficient and cost-effective model, similar to those
found in the TtjchQ Agreement and Déline FSGA.

In place since the effective date, the original dispute
resolution model in the SDMCLCA relied on an
arbitration panel, whereby disputants would select
an arbitrator or arbitrators from the Sahtu Arbitration
Panel to resolve disputes.

In December 2017, the parties agreed to adopt a
staged dispute resolution model, which incorporates
alternate dispute resolution mechanisms. This model
was selected as it is the dispute resolution process
currently used in the negotiation of modern treaties
and self-government agreements. It provides for
informal discussions, followed by mediation and
arbitration. Mediators and arbitrators are jointly
appointed by the disputants.
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Activities:

e By the December 2018 IC meeting, a final
draft of Chapter 6, Dispute Resolution had
been distributed to the parties, and the legal
counsels of the GNWT and Canada had agreed
to the amendments.

e (Canada circulated corresponding draft
amendments to the relevant Activity Sheets
of the IP.

Next Steps:

e SS| will take the draft Chapter 6, Dispute
Resolution, to the SSI board for review
and approval.

¢ Following the internal approval of all parties,
a joint Record of Decision will be signed by
the IC members. Canada will then begin
the Order in Council process to formalize
the amendments.

REVIEW OF CHAPTER 13
OF THE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

In summer 2018, SSI shared concerns that had been
raised about the language in Chapter 13, Wildlife
Harvesting and Management, of the IP. The concerns
were related to references to the right of first refusal
in the activity sheets of the chapter.

Activities:

e Areview of Chapter 13, Wildlife Harvesting and
Management of the IP as per concerns about
the language around right of first refusal and
delegated responsibilities was completed by SSI.

Next Steps:
e Aninternal review is ongoing at the
SSI board level.

DELJNE GOT’]NE
GOVERNMENT

On September 1, 2016 (Effective Date), the

Déline FSGA became the first community-based
self-government agreement to take effect in the

SSA. The Déline FSGA established the Déline Got’jne
Government (DGG), a community-based government
that is a combination of Indigenous government and
public government. Through this inclusive Indigenous
government, the DGG now represents and serves all
residents in the Déline District. Déline First Nation
Citizens have guaranteed representation on the DGG.

SELF-GOVERNMENT
NEGOTIATIONS

Chapter 5 and Appendix B of the SDMCLCA provide
for the negotiation of self-government agreements
at the community level. The Sahtu Dene and Metis
of Fort Good Hope, Tulita, Colville Lake and Norman
Wells are each at different stages of the negotiation
process. Over the course of the reporting period,

IC representatives provided updates on the progress
of self-government negotiations at IC meetings,

and will continue to do so at future meetings.

Tulita

The Tulita Dene Band, Tulita land and financial
corporations, Tulita Yamoria Community Secretariat,
Fort Norman Land and Financial Corporations and the
Hamlet of Tulita signed a self-government framework
agreement with government in 2005. The negotiation
of an Agreement-in-Principle (AIP) has been ongoing
since that time. A negotiators’ draft of the AIP was
initialed by the parties on May 16, 2017. The AIP is
currently being reviewed internally by the community.
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Norman Wells

The Norman Wells Land Corporation, GNWT

and Canada signed a self-government framework
agreement in June 2008. Negotiators for the

parties initialed a draft Self-Government AIP on
August 21, 2018. In 2018-2019, an Implementation
Working Group (IWG) was formed with representatives
from the parties. The IWG develops the Pre-Effective
Date Plan (including the ratification plan and detailed
Gantt chart of activities) in addition to developing
the IP. During 2018-2019 the IWG reported its work
to the Main Table, which the parties agreed was an
encouraging beginning to a two to three year
planning process. Negotiations remain ongoing.

Fort Good Hope

The K’asho Got’ine of Fort Good Hope, Canada

and the GNWT concluded a Process and Schedule
Agreement in September 2014. A joint work plan
was agreed to for 2018-2019, and the community
identified its priority subject matters for negotiations.
The parties are exploring ways to expedite the
negotiations through a modular approach by
focusing on priority subject matters.

Colville Lake

The Behdzi Ahda First Nation of Colville Lake, the
GNWT and Canada signed a Process and Schedule
Agreement for the negotiation of self-government in
2014. A joint work plan for 2018-2019 was agreed to,
and the community identified priority subject matters
for negotiations. The parties are exploring ways to
expedite negotiations through a modular approach.

ECONOMIC MEASURES

In Chapter 12 — Economic Measures — of the
SDMCLCA, Canada and the GNWT committed

to promoting the economic interests of Sahtu
participants, including support for the traditional
economy, the development of Sahtu businesses,

and the creation of job and training programs.
Furthermore, when the GNWT and Canada consider
economic development programs related to the
objectives of this chapter, they must consult with SSI.

As part of the ongoing implementation of Chapter 12
of the SDMCLCA, the IC discussed government
contracting in the SSA (section 12.2). The IC agreed
that, in lieu of a formal review process at this time,
the parties would undertake more practical measures
aimed at supporting the advancement of the overall
objectives of this chapter.
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Activities:

e An Economic Measures workshop was held
August 7-9, 2018 in Fort Good Hope, NWT.

e The workshop was well attended and a success.
During the workshop, Public Services and
Procurement Canada and the GNWT’s
Department of Industry, Tourism and
Investment (ITl), Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (ENR), Department
of Infrastructure (INF), Department of Education,
Culture and Employment (ECE) and the Northwest
Territories Health and Social Services Authority
(NTHSSA), presented on their respective
government contracting approaches and
procedures. Discussions were also held on Sahtu
regional economic development. The workshop
provided an opportunity for networking and
brought to light the linkage between education and
economic development. SSI was encouraged by ITI
to make contact with their Sahtu Regional Office
in Norman Wells to further explore how they can
support educational needs in the Sahtu region.

eSSl has indicated that updating the Sahtu
business list remains a high priority.

Next Steps:

e The SSI will be working with Canada and
the GNWT to continue promoting the economic
development of the Sahtu region.

IMPLEMENTATION
FUNDING RENEWALS

As set out in the SDMCLCA IP and associated bilateral
funding agreements, Canada provides funding to the
SSI, GNWT and implementation bodies, such as the
co-management boards created pursuant to the land
claim, to support the ongoing implementation of the
agreement. Pursuant to the 1992 Memorandum of
Understanding between the GNWT and Canada,
Canada provides funding to the GNWT to address
territorial obligations under land claims, including the
SDMCLCA. The NWT Land and Resources Devolution
Agreement requires Canada to also provide funding to
the GNWT for costs associated with federal obligations
assumed by the GNWT pursuant to that Agreement.

Board Funding

In 2017, new multi-year funding agreements were
concluded with the co-management boards of the
SDMCLCA. Funding has increased for all boards, as
well as the Renewable Resources Committees. Board
funding for the 2018-2019 year can be found in the
table below.

Treaty Partner Funding

Over the reporting period, Canada provided the
following core funding to the SSI and implementing
bodies created under the agreement:

Recipients 2018-201,9

Core Funding
Sahtu Secretariat Inc. $808,081
Renewable Resources Council $864,605
Sahtu Renewable Resources Board $1,091,511
Sahtu Land and Water Board $1,364,160
Sahtu Land Use Planning Board $491,803
Sahtu Arbitration Panel $42,959
Government of the S 4,814,337
Northwest Territories
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CHAPTER 4

SAHTU DENE AND METIS COMPREHENSIVE
LAND CLAIM AGREEMENT, 25™ ANNIVERSARY

THE PEOPLE AND
THE AGREEMENT

For generations the Slavey, Hare and Mountain
Dene and the Metis have traditionally used and
occupied lands in the Sahtu region of the NWT.
Following the discovery of oil at Fort Norman in
1920, the Government of Canada moved forward
with the negotiations of the final of the numbered
treaties, Treaty 11, which covers the entire Sahtu
region. The treaty was signed in 1921, though

it later emerged that there existed disparities
between Indigenous and government
interpretations of the agreement.

Starting in the mid-20™" century, the Government

of Canada established mechanisms for land claim
negotiations. In the 1980s, Canada began the
negotiation of a comprehensive land claim agreement
with the Dene Nation and the Métis Association of
the NWT, but negotiations fell through in 1990 and

an initialed draft agreement was never ratified.
Instead, negotiations moved to the regional level.

By July 1993, the Sahtu Dene and Metis had
negotiated a comprehensive land claim, which
included the communities of Colville Lake, Tulita
(formerly Fort Norman), Fort Good Hope, Norman
Wells, and Déline (formerly Fort Franklin). On
September 6, 1993, the Dene of Colville Lake,
Déline, Fort Good Hope and Fort Norman and
the Metis of Fort Good Hope, Fort Norman and
Norman Wells, as represented by the Sahtu Tribal
Council (later the SSI) signed the SDMCLCA with
the Government of Canada. The signing took
place in Fort Norman, NWT.

25™ ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS

At the SSI September 2018 annual general assembly,
participants from across the SSA met in Tulita, NWT to
celebrate the commemoration of the 25" anniversary
of signing the SDMCLCA.

The annual general assembly, which usually occurs
every summer, was held in September in recognition
of the anniversary of the signing, which took place
in Tulita, NWT on September 6, 1993. Participants
from across the Sahtu, including Déline, Fort Good
Hope, Colville Lake, Tulita and Norman Wells came
together for the annual general assembly. After the
meetings concluded for the day, community members
celebrated through singing, jigging contests and
square dancing. The last night of the assembly
closed with traditional drumming and drum

dancing at the local arena.
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