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Final Agreement - the agreement concluded between all parties to a
negotiation on the settlement of an Aboriginal land claim subject to formal
ratification by the beneficiaries and enactment by the Parliament of Canada.
For the purposes of this Policy, the term “final agreement” includes any
amendments made to it.
Negotiating Mandate - a statement establishing the broad goals of
negotiations that acts as a set of instructions to the Government of the
Northwest Territories negotiator for an Aboriginal land claim.
Negotiating Position - a statement, based on the negotiating mandate,
establishing the objective of negotiations on a specific topic or set of related
topics.
Pre-implementation - the implementation of some provisions of a land claims
settlement prior to the conclusion of a final agreement. This will be done with
the agreement of the parties, usually for the purpose of ensuring that the
provision in question is workable or to provide immediate protection of the
parties' interests in the face of proposed development.
Sub-Agreement - the provisional agreement concluded between all parties to
a negotiation on a specific topic or set of related topics recommended by the
negotiators to their respective principals subject to negotiation of an overall
agreement-in-principle.

5.

Authority and Accountability
(1)

General
This Policy is issued under the authority of the Executive Council. The
authority to make exceptions and approve revisions to this Policy rests
with the Executive Council. Authority and accountability is further
defined as follows:
(a)

Minister
The Minister of Executive and Indigenous Affairs (the Minister)
is accountable to the Executive Council for the implementation
of this Policy.
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Deputy Minister
The Deputy Minister of Executive and Indigenous Affairs (the
Deputy Minister) is accountable to the Minister and responsible
to the Minister for the administration of this Policy.

(2)

Specific
(a)

Executive Council
The Executive Council may:

(b)

(i)

set priorities and approve policies for the negotiation of
Aboriginal land claims and implementation plans;

(ii)

approve negotiating mandates
negotiating mandates;

(iii)

approve agreements concerning the roles of parties to
negotiations, the negotiating process, or other related
matters; and

(iv)

approve, on behalf of the Government of the Northwest
Territories,
agreements-in-principle
and
final
agreements.

and

revisions

to

Financial Management Board
The Financial Management Board may:
(i)

make recommendations to Executive Council on any
aspect of land claims that have financial implications;
and

(ii)

approve land claim settlement implementation budgets.
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(c)

Committees of the Executive Council
A Committee of the Executive Council may review and make
recommendations to the Executive Council on any matter
concerning negotiation and implementation of Aboriginal land
claims referred to the Committee by the Minister.

(d)

Minister
The Minister:

(e)

(i)

may make recommendations to the Executive Council
on
any
matter
concerning
negotiation
and
implementation of Aboriginal land claims;

(ii)

may refer for the consideration of a Committee of the
Executive Council any matter concerning negotiation and
implementation of Aboriginal land claims;

(iii)

may approve negotiating positions which do not require
revisions to negotiating mandates;

(iv)

will direct the Deputy Minister in the preparation of draft
Government of the Northwest Territories negotiating
mandates, positions and strategies; and

(v)

will keep Ministers informed on the progress of
Aboriginal land claims negotiations and implementation.

Deputy Minister
The Deputy Minister will:
(i)

advise the Minister on Aboriginal land claims positions
and strategies;

(ii)

coordinate departmental, board and agency input into
and participation in Aboriginal land claims negotiations;
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(iii)

coordinate, under the Minister’s direction, the
preparation of draft Government of the Northwest
Territories negotiating mandates, positions and
strategies; and

(iv)

coordinate the fulfilment of Government of the Northwest
Territories responsibilities pursuant to final agreements.

Deputy Heads
The Deputy Heads (or designates):

6.

(i)

will review position papers received from the Ministry of
Executive and Indigenous Affairs and develop
departmental positions and responses as required;

(ii)

may, with the approval of their Minister, participate in
negotiations under the general direction of the
Government of Northwest Territories negotiator;

(iii)

may participate in interdepartmental committees on
Aboriginal land claims negotiations and implementation;
and

(iv)

will keep their respective staff informed of land claims
negotiations and implementation.

Provisions
(1)

Negotiation Process
(a)

The Government of the Northwest Territories will formulate its
own negotiating positions in the following manner:
(i)

Under Ministerial direction, the Deputy Minister will
coordinate the preparation of draft Government of the
Northwest Territories negotiating mandates, positions
and strategies.
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